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FINANCIAL AID
The Metropolitan State College of Denver financial aid program provides assistance and advice to stu-
dents who would be unable to pursue their education at the College without such help. Scholarships, 
grants, loans and part-time employment are available singly or in various combinations to meet the dif-
ference between what the student and the student’s family could reasonably be expected to provide and 
the expected cost of attending MSCD.

Estimated Expenses

The 2007-2008 academic year expenses are as follows for a student not living with parents:
 Resident Nonresident
Tuition and Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,175  . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,590
Room and Board . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,641. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,641
Books and Supplies . . . . . . . . . . 1,698. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,698
Transportation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 675. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .675
Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,161. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,161
Total $15,350. . . . . . . . . . . $22,675

Tuition and fees are set by MSCD and the Colorado Commission on Higher Education and are subject 
to change without notice. All students are placed on a single-person budget. Additional allowances may 
be made for students with day-care costs for dependent children. These figures are based on full-time  
enrollment of 12 credit hours.

Eligibility and Need

To qualify for financial aid, a student must be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen; be registered with 
Selective Service (if required); have financial need; be degree-, licensure-, or certificate-seeking; be mak-
ing satisfactory academic progress; and not be in default on a federal education loan or owe a repay-
ment on a federal grant.

Application Procedures

Students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) each year to determine 
financial aid eligibility. For quicker processing, we strongly recommend that returning, transferring and 
entering students complete their FAFSA or Renewal FAFSA on the Web at: www.fafsa.ed.gov.  MSCD’s 
Title IV School Code is: 001360.

Students should complete and submit the FAFSA or Renewal FAFSA to the federal processor as early as 
possible (after January 1st), preferably no later than mid-February, and submit all requested documents 
to the MSCD Office of Financial Aid by March 12th.

Detailed information concerning application procedures is provided on our Web site at: www.mscd.
edu/enroll/finaid.

Financial Aid Programs

The amount of funds made available to students depends on the maximum award allowed by regula-
tion of each program, the student’s established financial need, duration of the student’s enrollment, and 
funds allocated to the College by the state and federal governments.
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Grants

Grants are gift money from the federal or state government and do not have to be repaid.

Federal Pell Grants are federal funds and awarded to undergraduate students who have not yet received 
a bachelor’s degree and who are U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens. The amount of the award is based 
on each student’s financial eligibility and the number of hours for which the student is enrolled.

The amount of Federal Pell Grant awards for the 2007-08 academic year will range from $400 to $4,050  
for those students who qualify. Full-time, half-time, or less than half-time students may qualify for a 
Federal Pell Grant.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (FSEOG) are federal funds awarded to under-
graduate students who have not yet received a bachelor’s degree and are U.S. citizens or eligible non-
citizens. This grant is awarded to students who demonstrate exceptional need. The amount of FSEOG 
awards range from $100 to $300 per fall and spring semesters.

Colorado State Grants (CSG) are state funds awarded to Colorado residents with demonstrated finan-
cial need. Eligible students have no prior bachelor’s degree, are U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens, and 
are enrolled full- or part-time (at least six credit hours for the fall and spring semesters) at MSCD. The 
amounts of the CSG award ranges from $100 to $800 per fall and spring semesters.

Colorado Leveraging Educational Assistance program (CLEAP) are a combination of federal and state 
funds awarded by the same criteria as CSG. The amount of the CLEAP award is $200 per semester.

Scholarships

Metropolitan State College of Denver offers numerous scholarship opportunties for both incoming and 
continuing students.  By submitting the Metropolitan State College of Denver Scholarship Application 
by March 1st “Priority Consideration Deadline” each year, you will automatically be considered for all 
Metro State scholarships for which you are eligible for the next academic year.  The Metro State Schol-
arship Application is available for online submission at: www.mscd.edu/enroll/finaid/scholarship/.  A 
printable version of the application is also available for download at this location.

Students must be enrolled at least half-time, be degree-, certificate- or licensure-seeking, be making sat-
isfactory academic progress, and not be in default on a federal education loan or owe a repayment on a 
federal or state grant to receive a scholarship.

Athletic Scholarships: Metro State has a limited number of athletic scholarships.  For additional infor-
mation, contact the Metro State Intercollegiate Athletics Office (303-556-8300).

Private Scholarships: Students should refer to the Metro State scholarship Web site (www.mscd.edu/
enroll/finaid/scholarship) for information regarding scholarships and to access free online scholarship 
searches.

Receipt of a scholarship may affect a student’s financial aid award because students receiving federal 
and/or state aid are limited in the maximum amount and type of aid that can be received. A student 
whose full need has been met by other types of financial aid prior to receipt of a scholarship will have 
that aid reduced by the amount of the scholarship. If the student’s full eligibility has not been met, the 
scholarship will be allowed to satisfy the unmet need. Each student’s situation is treated individually. All 
scholarships are based on the student’s continued eligibility and available funding.

Loans

Federal Perkins Loans are long-term federal loans that are awarded based on the student’s need and 
MSCD’s available funds. Federal Perkins Loan can range from $100 to $1,500 per semester. Repayment 
of the loan begins nine months after the student graduates or ceases to be enrolled in at least six credit 
hours each semester. The interest rate is 5 percent and interest begins to accrue at repayment.  All first-
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time borrowers at MSCD are required to perform a Perkins Loan Entrance Interview over the Web 
before loan funds can be released to them.

Federal Family Education Loans (FFEL) include Federal Stafford Loans, unsubsidized Federal Stafford 
Loans, and Federal PLUS Loans, which help students and/or their parents to borrow funds to help meet 
educational expenses. To borrow these funds, students and/or their parents must complete and submit, 
in addition to the FAFSA, a separate lender application to the MSCD Office of Financial Aid. Students 
must be enrolled at least six credit hours each semester and be degree-, certificate- or licensure-seeking 
and be making Satisfactory progress with a complete file. Interest rates vary depending on the type of 
loan and the date the student borrows the first Federal Family Education Loan. For further information 
on interest rates, check the MSCD Financial Aid website as they vary each year. First time borrowers 
at MSCD are required to perform a Loan Entrance Interview over the Web before loans funds can be 
released to them. For additional loan information please visit our website.  You will find details of how 
to apply annual limits and lenders.

Subsidized Federal Stafford Loans: are based on the student’s need as determined by the MSCD Office 
of Financial Aid. Interest does not begin to accrue until six months after the student graduates or ceases 
to be enrolled in school at least half time (six credit hours per semester).

Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans: These loans have many of the same terms and conditions as 
the Federal Stafford Loan. The main difference is that the students are responsible for the interest that 
accrues while they are in school and during the six-month grace period after they graduate or cease to 
be enrolled in at least six credit hours.

Federal PLUS Loans: These loans are available to parents of dependent students. Applications are 
available from the MSCD Office of Financial Aid. Applications must first be submitted to the Office 
of Financial Aid for processing. At MSCD, parents of dependent students may borrow up to the cost of 
education minus the amount of financial aid received by the student from other sources each year.

Please refer to the MSCD Financial Aid Web site (www.mscd.edu/enroll/finaid/index.htm) for more 
detailed information regarding loans.

College Work-Study

The State of Colorado, the federal government and MSCD provide part-time employment programs 
for students. The maximum work-study award is $2,500 per semester. The maximum hours a student 
may work is 30 hours per week while classes are in session and 40 hours per week between semesters. 
Students must be enrolled in at least six credit hours per semester to receive a work-study award. The 
majority of all work-study awards are need-based, however, there are a limited number of positions that 
are no-need awards. 

The Financial Aid Package

Once student eligibility is determined, an aid package is developed based on the availability of funds 
and the eligibility of the applicant. To facilitate financial aid packaging requirements, applicants must 
obtain all requested information and forms from designated sources and submit them to the MSCD 
Office of Financial Aid before the established deadline.

Award Notification

After the Office of Financial Aid has determined the type and amount of aid for which a student quali-
fies (aid package), the student is emailed an Award Notification.

Disbursement Procedures:

• Awards are based on full-time enrollment. If a student is enrolled for less than 12 credit hours 
each semester, the award may be reduced/prorated. The final award adjustment occurs on census 
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date (about the 12th day of school each fall and spring semester and the 8th day of the summer 
semester). 

• Grants, Scholarships and Student Loans: All financial aid awards (with the exception of out-of-
state loan checks, consortium checks and some scholarship funds) are disbursed into the student’s 
account. The Business Office deducts any outstanding balance owed, including current tuition and 
fees, and issues a check for the remaining funds. This check is either mailed to the student or the 
student can pick it up at the Cashier’s Office. This check can be used to purchase books and pay 
other educationally related expenses.

• Parent Loans: Federal PLUS funds are electronically submitted or mailed from lenders to MSCD’s 
Office of Financial Aid. Eligibility is verified and then the check is mailed to the parent borrower 
unless the parent authorizes the student to receive the refund.

• Work Study: Work-study earnings are paid bi-weekly and are treated as wages earned. Outstand-
ing balances owed to MSCD are not deducted from these earnings; however, students are strongly 
advised to pay any outstanding balance as soon as a work-study check is received.

Please refer to the MSCD Web site (www.mscd.edu) for information regarding proration of aid disbursements.

Repayment Policy

Students who receive financial aid and withdraw officially or unofficially from MSCD prior to com-
pletion of a term may be required to repay a portion of financial aid and scholarships. All required 
financial aid repayments must be made to MSCD before the end of the current academic year or before 
additional Title IV funds can be disbursed to the student, whichever occurs first. Repayment is made 
to the MSCD Business Office. Please go to MSCD’s Web site (http://www.mscd.edu) for more specific 
information.

Financial Aid as a Form of Payment

Please refer to MSCD’s Web site (http://www.mscd.edu) for information regarding payment of tuition-
and fees with awarded aid.

SERVICES AND PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS
Academic Advising

At MSCD students are provided multiple sources of academic advising support. Continuing students 
with declared majors receive advising assistance from their academic departments. New students and 
students without declared majors receive advising support from the Academic Advising Center, CN 
104. Services available to students in the center include the following: assistance with course selection, 
scheduling and registration; help with long-term degree planning; identification of degree enhancement 
strategies; and ongoing developmental advising, including assistance with the major-minor selection 
process, adjustment to college, etc. For additional information call 303-556-3680.

Alumni Relations

The Office of Alumni Relations and Alumni Association, located at 1059 Ninth Street Park primary 
mission is “To cultivate relationships, motivate participation and create opportunities for a continu-
ous connection with the College, its alumni and the community.” The Alumni Office connects alumni 
to students and the college community through events, volunteer opportunities, mentoring programs, 
alumni chapters and annual giving opportunities with the purpose of maintaining and renewing per-
sonal relationships established during student days. Several alumni programs and services are offered 
including: discounted insurance programs and career development resources, loan consolidation, credit 
union membership and free online transcripts. In addition, the Alumni Office sells the Metro State col-
legiate license plates that benefit student scholarships and alumni programs. The alumni association 
also provides students scholarships annually. 
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