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August 14, 1976

Washington, D.C. (AP)

“House Passes Legislation to Abolish WACS”

The House Armed Services Committee has determined that by abolishing the WACS it
will begin to eliminate sex distinctions in military policies. The Committee also included in
the bill an elimination of all special provision for women (the article does not report what

that is) but they will still be prohibited from flying combat missions or serving on ships
other than hospital ships or transports.
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HUUSENPASSES.,"?&;
LEGISLATION,TO.:
ABOLISH: WACS?JT?»'
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House Joverwhel ingly approved and
Sent' to the Senate .Mondaya!billito
‘abolish the’ 34-year-old Women's Army -
.Corps .(WACS).and to streamllnq rnlli-
;tary ofticer promotlon& R SR ol
~'Abolishing. the WACS Was vlewed as
another stép In eliminating sex distine:
‘tions in promotions and other nillltaryr
“policies.,, The . bill," approved’ by a
1343-10-4 vote “would set out a" single
;otﬂcer promotion pollcylfor\the first:
\time " for"all." four, services, "and " set,
‘limits, on numbers, of field grade offi:;
,cers‘ colonels, captalns and commangx :
v Q
£ The 'WACS ‘would - be, abollshed 96
days after the bill becomes law; 7. iyl
%7 Congress created the Wormen’s Army4
‘Auxiliary, Corps, May' 14,1,1942, and
,latex‘ changed it to the Women s, Armyd
‘Corps..It, like the other women's cOrps, :
.was_not .created separately, for“each
branch ‘of . the, armed :setvices, even:
though the «corps had their,own names:!

VACS

Women. in - the [ Atr. Force, .. Women
Marines and Waves, which. stood .for.
Women Accepted for, Volunteer Emer-
gency Service. .. i 1.1
- A report accompanymg the bill says
it would “eliminate all special provi-
sions for. women’ except the ones pro-
hlbltlng them from, flying combat mis- -
sions. or, serving .on ' ships other; than>
hospital ships or transports. ;i |l
“The,House Armed Services’ Commxt- :
tee ‘report ‘said:; “The ,committee be:
lieves that havlng a separat.e corps is-a..
vestige of the time when women. were :
ot treated equally e ot TR
#t‘The' bill‘also would: ‘abblish’ the, posl-‘|
tlons of director’of the Waves, which is ]
already vacant, and director,of the ;
Wornen Marines.t . . py-asjes fongh | oy
‘a The bill's single’ ofﬁcer promotlon
pollcy for all services would eliminate
the present system of awarding offg
cers temporary ranks above their per- f
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manent ranks, and. establish -a sliding-
scale limit on the, number of colonels, -
captains’ and commanders the services :
may have," s s 1" '




