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December 24, 1944

“ALL NEW WACS TO BE TRAINED AT DES MOINES”

“Camp Oglethorpe to Close Apr. 1.”

Camp Oglethorpe had been the last WAC training center to open and now with its closure
all new WACS will be sent to Fort Des Moines. Fort Des Moines will continue to offer in
addition to basic training, specialized schools for cooks, clerks and motor vehicle
operators as well as leadership courses for non-commissioned officers.

The choice of Fort Des Moines was well received by all the military personnel there who

felt since Fort Des Moines was the original women’s military training academy that it
should continue. There was no estimate given as to the number of women to be trained.
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No Cutback.

War department
paid the army will seek fewer un-
skilled women volunteers in 1845,
{ but said there will be no cut-
back In the number of women
taken who are especially qualified
tor work in army hospitals.

The army wants 22,000
WAUCs to train as medical and
‘surgical techniclans. to serve
in army hospitals. .

g The war department announce-
ment said  only . the - Fort ' Des

£y

Molnes trnlnlng center will be

Camp Oglethorpe Yo 1hegs _

Close Apr.

‘All - basic and mllltary
training 'of  WACs: will be
consolidated * at ' ‘Fort Des
Moines following the closing
down of - training activities

Apr. 1 at Camp Oglethorpe, f

Ga., the war department an-’
nounced Thursday.

The women’s army  cOrps, cen-:

ter at Oglethorpe "is the last of

five camps established during the -

expansion perlod  that followed |

inauguration of the progrnm at! WAUs,

Fort Des Molnes.' :

. There are some. 4,000 officers
and enlisted personnel at Ogle-
thorpe at this time, and abou
3,500 at the Des Molnes center.

""Medlcal - amd nurgical
clans, however, were excepted, the'
announcement ‘ stating that they
{“will receive specialized training|

technl-

In° army ' medical
schools and hospitals after com-
pletion o( baslc mllitary train-
‘nx'"

Spoclallzcd Schools.

The Fort Des Moines center, In

_ addition to basic training, has!

conducted specialized schogls for!
cooks, clerks and motor vehicle]
operators, and also a leadership
course for non-commissioned offi-'
1

Officers  here sald many
after completing baslo
tralning at Fort Des Molnes,
have been sent to regular army
.schools, such as quartermaster
and adjutant general’'s depart-
ment schools, for advanced
tralning In the same cla.sus
with men.

spokesmen |

department,;

Some ‘80,000 WACs now are
In service, including about 15,000
who are overseas. Trainees from
Fort Des Moines, the first of
whom arrived here July 20, 1942,
have gone to military posts in ev-
ery state and to every major over-
seas theater of war.

Pleased.

“Naturally, we are glad that
Fort Des Moines was chosen as
the WAC training center to con-
tinue In operation,” said Col.
Frank U. McCoskrie, comman-
dant at the center, when informed
of the war department action.

“This Is the original wom-
en's military tralning acad-
emy,” Colonel McCoskrle sald,
“and It offers all the advan-
| tages of a good military acad-
emy.

“ ‘Boomtown' was built espe-
clally for women in 1942, Bar-
racks which had been constructed
previously were altered for
|women,

“Des Moines has been hospitable
[to the WACs and we know that
jour present cordial relations will
continue.”

Stress on Skills,

The army made clear that its
1045 recruiting program “will
|stress the enlistment of women
|possessing specialized skills rather
(than large numbers.”

f While no estimates could be
' obtained as to how many wom-
en will be recruited and tralned
durin~ the coming year, it ap-
pears likzly that the reduction
may be In the neighborhood of
50 per cent.

The navy reduced its recruit-
in; program Dec. 1 to 500 girls
a month, these to be used only
for replacements.




