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“Early WAC Days”

This relates a short interview with Mrs. Raphael G. Wright, the former Willa Mae
Robinson, and Lt. Col. Mary E. Kelly. Both women relate stories about the men of Ft.
Leonard Wood, Mo., who were sent to prepare the women’s barracks at Fort Des
Moines. They short-sheeted every bed!

“Women’s Supplies”

This is a further short story about the marching distance for WACs and how Mrs. Wright
was instrumental in setting the range.
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"“Three¢ hundred men trom
Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., were
brought to Fort Des Moines to

\ prepare the barracks for the

women, The men were un-

happy about having to set up
house for the women and they
short-sheeted' every third bed,

“When the women arrived,
they were determined to be
Bood sports. They simply
crawled into the beds and
made the best of the.situation.
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.women reminisced about . the »
early days of the WAC's “at}
Fort ‘Des Moines ‘Army Post:
{when' they met'at a recent «
«Kappa-Kappa-Gamma'sorority !
.convention in New Hampshire. -
) ¥

§ ‘They are MIs. Raphael‘\G.‘}

Wright of Wichita,' Kan., the,
former Willa Maey Robinspn,'5¥
.and Lt. Col. Mary E. Kelly of
.Washington, D. C, At the con- |
‘vention, Mrs. Wright presented
{o Colonel Kelly: the original .
handwritten score of the!
Women's Army Corps March, |
written ¢ for the first WAC,
‘graduation. . . © 0 T
‘Mrs. Wright”"was a U.S.
!Army hostess at . Fort . Des |
Moines when the WAC's were
.established. . .,

“I can remember the day In
the spring of 1942 when some
‘of the officers at the post came |
to lunch laughing. about the |
‘rumor that the first women’s |
training group. would be com-
ing to Fort-Des Moines,” Mrs.
Wright recalled, %} " < L
, “Two weeks " later - they’
\learned it was true and that.
they.. were ' being “moved - fo
‘Camp Dodge. They left meat
Fort Des Moines because there

would be no quarters for me at '
;Camp Dodge. | |

They didn’t realize until: the
next. morning what - had hap-
pened. They thought it was just
the Army beds.”

Wonién’s .
Supplies '

i Mrs. Wright also remembers
being - called on for advice
when: a bachelor ' officer was
put in charge of ordering sup-
plies for the new WAC's. Un-
fortunately, the officer didn’t
always consult her.

*““So, at one Time, the girls
were issued five' girdles but
only three slips and three pairs
of stockings,” ‘she said.. ,

Mrs. . Wright got the ‘hlalmré
for "the WACs’ - instruction in
the 30-inch step for marching.

'“{'They asked me to 'bea

guinea pig,” she recalled. “One

night I marched from 7 until /
néarly midnight, with first one
man and then another pacing

me. They  decided that if I
could do it,  the other women

could. I imagine that many a

WAC with short. legs cussed

the day they picked me, be-

cause I have long legs.”




