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Tali Berkovitz, | sraeli Jewish student
“Beforetheproject | had norelationswith the Arabs. Now | feel | want to know
them wherethey live.”

Ahmad Amara, Palestinian student
“I'n 100 years| think thingswill change— not 50 or 60, but 100 years.”

Salem Jubran, Palestinian Arab dialogue facilitator
“For methereisno duty moreimportant and more urgent than the duty to convince
theJewsand Arabsin Israel and Palestine and the Middle East that living together
Isnot a burden.”

Benny Birnbaum, | sraeli Jewish dialogue facilitator
“A society that isready to masskill a minority to solve a problem becomesa
different society altogether.”

Evan Glick, Golan Heights kibbutznik
“My son doesn’t know any other home. After 17 yearshere, thisismy home.”

Abu Moataz, Arab Druze businessman, Golan Heights
“It’shard for them. But it was never their land. A few of them will stay. Most will
leave. They’ll continuetheir livessomewhereese. Thisplaceisin my blood.”

Dr. Sammy Smooha, Sociologist, Haifa University
“In thelast ten yearsthe political discourse hasbecome a peace discourse. Peace
with the Arab world isinevitable. Themilitary way isnot the best way. Peaceisthe
most fundamental element of national security.”

Dr. Eliezer Rafadli, Ex-President and Founder, Haifa University
“Wearetrying to establish more under standing and dialogue — not an atmosphere
of love — an atmospher e of dialogue.”

Daphna Zucker man, Archaeol ogist
“Archaeology teaches usthat we all come from the same place; Arabsand Jews
have the sameroots.”



Preface

Thisinstructor’s manual is designed to assist you in using Voices for Peace:
Videocases of Jews and Arabsin Israel as ateaching and learning tool. We have
included brief background information on each of the countries and peoples involved
with Isragl in the Middle East conflict and peace process as well as biographical material
on each of the interviewees in this videotape. In addition, we have added maps,
discussion questions, alist of peace organizations, and a bibliography. The maps of
Israel and its neighbors and the home villages of the interviewees will aid the student in
visualizing present living situations of the interviewees. The discussion questions and
reference materials will support classroom dialogue as well as provide additional reading
and resource material as desired.

| began conceptualizing Voices for Peace: Videocases of Jews and Arabsin Israel
following the completion of five previous video series which have accompanied college
psychology and anthropology textbooks. This video materia and instructor’s guide were
developed concurrently with the “Interfaith and Intercultural Leadership in Peace
Initiative,” a multidisciplinary project proposed by Dr. Robert Hazan in Isragl for
Summer 2000. Three faculty colleagues with five community members participated in a
ten-day educational peace initiative at Givat Haviva, a unique and distinctive educational
institute in Israel engaged in the coordination of peace studies with the University of
Haifa, Tel Aviv University, and Hebrew University of Jerusalem. This seemed an ideal
setting in which to create and produce a videotape with accompanying educational aids
for use in undergraduate and graduate classrooms, K-12 partnerships, and in the broader
community. Thiswould bring various “voices for peace” into United States classrooms
in avery persona way, introducing students not to the politicians who are in the news on
adaily basis, but to some students and adults who are actively involved in the peace
processin Isragl.

With alist of current issuesin the unfolding of the peace process, we contacted
Dr. Sarah Ozacky-Lazar, Director of the Jewish-Arab Center for Peace at Givat Haviva.
She had served as a guest lecturer at Metropolitan State College of Denver’s GoldaMeir
Center for Political Leadership in March of 2000 for Women’s History month, and was
enthusi astic about our proposal. She agreed to be our “on location” consultant,
participating in the planning and execution of our video project. Whilein Isragl we
videotaped twenty-three separate interviews:. students, community members, and
professional representatives of organizations. We interviewed Isragli Jews, Isragli Arabs,
and Isragli Druze, some from urban and some from rural areas. Our travels took us
throughout Isragl, into the Golan Heights and the West Bank. The persons and groups
being interviewed each gave written, informed consent to the use of their video material
for educational purposes.

The interviewees become the educators in this series. We appreciate their
willingness to open their lives to teach us about their beliefs, feelings, and concerns on
these very important topics.

The organizing principle guiding this project is to provide American students with
dynamic slices of real human experience, particularly experience with persons who may
speak, dress, or behave differently. Our goal isfor students to understand the differences
in cultures and to experience the similarities of the human experience worldwide. We

vi



have discovered that one of the most powerful ways to change the existing prejudices
related to differencesisto meet real people through the medium of video. We can best
understand the ways of other human beings not by making assumptions, but by listening
and observing and resisting the temptation to reach conclusions before gathering
information.

We invite you to join us as co-investigators fascinated by the complexities and
richness of human behavior.

Mary Ann Watson and Robert Hazan
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The Professional Team

Mary Ann Watson, Ph.D., Senior Producer, Interviewer — Mary Ann Watson isa
senior faculty member in the Department of Psychology at Metropolitan State College of
Denver with teaching experience at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. Her
post-doctoral work at The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine laid the
foundation for her work as ateacher and clinician, speciaizing in sexology and
thanatology. She has been involved in the production of five video series with
instructor’s guides which have accompanied textbooks in psychology and anthropology:
Patients as Educators: Videocases in Abnormal Psychology (Prentice Hall, 1992);
Videocases in Human Sexuality (McGraw Hill, 1996); Videocases in Human
Development (McGraw Hill, 1998); Rites of Passage: Videocases of Traditional African
Peoples (Prentice Hall, 2000); The Changing American Indian in a Changing America:
Videocases of American Indian Peoples (Prentice Hall, 2001). She recently edited a
volume entitled Modern Kenya: Social I1ssues and Perspectives (University Press of
America, 2000).

Robert Hazan, Ph.D., Producer — Robert Hazan is a senior faculty member in the
Department of Political Science and the Academic Activities Coordinator for the Golda
Meir Center for Political Leadership at Metropolitan State College of Denver. His
doctora work on nationalism and conflict at the Graduate School of International
Studies, University of Denver, established the foundation for his research and teaching of
coursesin “Middle East Palitics,” “Revolution and Social Change,” and “World Political
Economy.” Heisthe editor of Readingsin Poalitics. Issues and Polemics (Kendall-Hunt,
1997) and has published several book reviews in various academic journals. He
coordinated the “Denver Summit of the Eight and World Affairs Project,”(1997), the
“Birmingham Summit of the Eight on the Internet” project in Birmingham, United
Kingdom, (1998), and the “Cologne Summit of the Eight on the Internet” project in
Cologne, Germany (1999). He hastraveled extensively in Israel and has devel oped
numerous academic contacts.

Mark Groth, Audio Visual Producer/Director/Editor — Mark Groth has spent over
20 years as an award-winning media producer and videographer at the University of
Colorado Health Sciences Center. He has been the videographer/editor on several series
of published videotapes including Patients as Educators: Videocases in Abnormal
Psychology (Prentice Hall, 1992); Videocases in Human Sexuality (McGraw Hill, 1996);
Videocases in Human Devel opment (McGraw Hill, 1998); Rites of Passage: Videocases
of Traditional African Peoples (Prentice Hall, 2000); The Changing American Indianin a
Changing America: Videocases of American Indian Peoples (Prentice Hall, 2001).



Chronology of Significant Dates

1882

1896

1916

1917

1947

1948

1964

1967

1967, 1973

The first large-scale immigration of Jewish
settlers from Russia to Palestine begins.

Journalist Theodor Herzl publishes his
document The Jewish State which presents
his case for a Jewish state in Palestine.

After World War | the Ottoman Empireis
divided, giving Great Britain control over
the area of Palestine, and France control

over the area now known as Lebanon and

Syria

The British Balfour Declaration endorses the
idea of establishing Palestine as a home for
the Jewish people.

After World War |1 the United Nations votes
to partition Palestine into two states, one for
the Jews and one for the Palestinian Arabs,
with Jerusalem being occupied by both.

Israel’s War for Independence; Britain
withdraws from Palestine; the Jewish State
of Isradl is established; Jordan

occupies the West Bank of the Jordan River
and Egypt occupies the Gaza Strip.

Arab heads of state led by Nasser establish
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
in Cairo, Egypt.

Israel launches a strike against neighboring
Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. This Six-Day War
ends with Isragl occupying the Sinai
Peninsula, the Golan Heights, the Gaza
Strip, and the West Bank.

Adoption of United Nations’ Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 calling for
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied
territories.



1973

1974

1977

1979

1987

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

2000

Egypt and Syrialaunch an attack against
Isragli forces occupying the Sinai and the
Golan Heights.

An Arab conference in Morocco indicates
that the PLO isthe “sole and legitimate
representative” of the Palestinian people.

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat offers full
peace in exchange for an Isragli total
withdrawal from the Sinal.

Egypt and Isradl sign their peace treaty;
Israel withdraws from the Sinai.

The Palestinian uprising, or intifada, begins
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The United States and the Soviet Union
convene the Madrid peace conference,
which brings Isradl into the first face-to-face
talks with Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and the
Palestinians.

The “Oslo channd” between Isragl and the
PLO isinitiated.

The “Declaration of Principles,” an
agreement between Israel and the PLO for
transferring Gazato Palestinian control, is
signed at the White House. In this historic
moment, Prime Minister of Israel Yitzhak
Rabin and PLO Chairman Y assir Arafat
shake hands.

A peace treaty between Israel and Jordan is
signed, with President Clinton in attendance.

Prime Minister Rabin is assassinated in Tel
Aviv during apeace rally.

Israel completes the withdrawal of troops
from Lebanon.
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Map 2: Communities of the | nterviewees













I ntroduction

Brief History of the Peace Process of | srael and its Neighbors

The essence of the conflict between the Palestinians and the Israglisisterritory.

In the aftermath of the 1967 War, Israel captured the West Bank from Jordan, the
Golan Heights from Syria, and the Gaza Strip from Egypt (See Map 3). These were lands
inhabited by Palestinians. Until recently, Isragl has shown reluctance to recognize the
Palestinians' right to self-determination in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, despite the
United Nations’ Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 in 1967 and 1973 respectively
which called for immediate Israeli withdrawal from all occupied territories (including the
Golan Heights and the Sinal Peninsula).

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), founded in 1964, became the
political voice of the Palestinian struggle for independence and statehood. In December
of 1987, following over twenty years of Israeli occupation, Palestinian youth took to the
streets and started an unprecedented resistance known as the intifada. The Palestinian
rebellion of 1987, in Arabic the intifada, was a sharp political response to the status quo
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip under twenty years of Isragli rule. Theintifada (in
Arabic referred to as "resurgence,” or "political earthquake") began with a series of
clashes between stone throwing, flag-waving Palestinian youth and Israeli security forces
in Gaza and the West Bank. By thistime roughly more than 25% of the land in the Gaza
Strip and 45% of the land in West Bank were allocated for Israeli settlements, and close
to 1,700 Palestinians were deported by Israeli authorities for crimes committed against
the state. The intifada brought once more the irrepressible struggle of the Palestinian
right to self-determination to the forefront of Middle East politics and diplomacy. Arabs
were angrily reminding the world community of Article 22 of the Covenant of the League
of Nations (ratified in 1922, which captured the essence of President Woodrow Wilson’s
arguments on the virtues of national self-determination). The Arabs were emphasizing
the United Nations’ partition plan of 1947 that recognized the legitimacy of a Palestinian
state and were pointing out the injustices endured by the Palestinians.

The Declaration of Independence of the Palestinian Nation

On July 31, 1988, as a direct consequence of the intifada, Jordan declared its
renunciation of sovereignty over the West Bank. This declaration legally created an
atmosphere whereby the PLO and the roughly 900,000 Palestinians of the West Bank
could acquire control of thisland should the Israelis withdraw from these territories. On
November 15, 1988, the Palestine National Council (PNC) at its 19th Congressin
Algiers ratified the Declaration of Independence of the Palestinian nation, recognizing the
validity of the UN Partition Plan of 1947 which called for the establishment of both
Jewish and Arab states. Thus, while the Palestine National Council declared the
independence of the Palestinian nation, simultaneously it recognized the legitimacy of the
State of Israel, leading the way to the historic bilateral negotiations that took place during
the Madrid Talks afew years later.



Since the establishment of the State of Isragl in 1948, Egypt had been the only
Arab country to sign a peace treaty with Israel (which took place in 1979, subsequent to
the Camp David Accords of 1978). It ismost significant that at this juncture the PLO,
through its Declaration of Independence, recognized the legitimacy of the state of Israel
and became the second Arab entity in this diplomatic breakthrough to push the peace
process forward. This declaration emphasized the commitment of the Palestinians to the
resolution of the conflict with Israel and rescinded the idea of an armed struggle against
Isragl.

The UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 were examined in an
international conference whereby Isragl was urged to withdraw from the occupied
territories. The establishment of an independent Pal estinian state in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip were to follow an interim period of a peaceful status quo. The Declaration aso
called for the right to compensation for the Palestinian refugees and repatriation. The idea
of aconfederation between Jordan and the Palestinian state was reiterated. Both the
intifada and the peace initiatives of the Palestine National Council with its Declaration of
Independence contributed to the emergence of a US-PLO dialogue in December 1988.
This dialogue was initiated when PLO Chairman Arafat met with US Ambassador to
Tunisia, Robert Pelletreau, in the then recently established headquarters of the PLO in
Tunis. The US position was that the PLO had renounced all forms of terrorism and had
recognized Israel’s existence.

TheMadrid Conference

The Soviet Union and the United States convened the Madrid Conference on
October 30, 1991. This established the framework for negotiations for a peace process
inthe Middle East. At this conference Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, the PLO, and the Israglis
engaged in direct multilateral negotiations on sensitive region-wide issues such as arms
control, refugees, economic development, and water conservation.

On November 3, an historic breakthrough occurred when Isragl became engaged
initsfirst-ever negotiations aimed at signing peace treaties with Syria, Lebanon, and
Jordan. The most important of the accomplishments at the Madrid Conference were the
bilateral agreements with the Palestinians that resulted in the planning of the Oslo
Conference.

The Oslo Conference

On September 9, 1993, Chairman Arafat, in aletter addressed to Isragl Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, reiterated the unequivocal commitment of the PLO to peace with
Israel and the security of Isradl.

On September 13, 1993, ajoint Israeli-Palestinian Declaration of Principles
(DOP) was signed in Washington. This Declaration of Principlesintegrated the
arrangements concluded in Oslo. This provided for afive-year interim self-rule for the
Palestinians in Gaza and, in addition, provided the Palestinians an area of 65 square
kilometers that included Jericho and its surroundings. About 50 countries and
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international organizations pledged roughly $2 billion for development projectsin the
West Bank and Gaza over the next five years. Roughly $750 million was pledged the
first year alone.

In 1994 Finance Minister Shimon Peres, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and PLO
Chairman Yassir Arafat were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

On May 4, 1994, the Gaza-Jericho Agreement was signed in Cairo. It called for
the following actions:

A) Withdrawal of Israeli military forces from Gaza and Jericho;

B) Thetransfer of power on cultural and educationa affairs, tourism, and

taxation to the Palestinian Authority; and

C) Establishment of apolice force and judicial branch with judicial and

legislative powers.

July 25, 1994: Prime Minister Rabin and King Hussein of Jordan were hosted by
President Clinton; their historic meeting led to the Washington Declaration that marked
the end of hostilities between Israel and Jordan and culminated in the signing of a peace
treaty on October 26, 1994. Jordan became the third nation to recognize Israel’s
existence.

September 28, 1995, marked the Pal estinian-Israeli Interim Agreement on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. This broadened the Palestinian self-government in the West
Bank by means of an elected Palestinian Council. This ushered in the emergence of a
new era of cooperation, coexistence, common interest, dignity, and mutual respect. It
also protected the security of the Isragli borders and aso the security of its citizens in the
West Bank.

November 4, 1995: Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by an Isragli
Jewish terrorist while attending a peace rally. Rabin was committed to the struggle for
peace and was truly characterized as one of the major architects of the peace process.

January 20, 1996, marked the first stage of the Israeli Defense Force
redeployment. Elections took place in the Palestinian Council and Y assir Arafat became
the recognized leader of the Palestinian National Authority.

Since 1997 there have been ongoing peace negotiations between Israglis and
Palestinians. The United States under the Clinton administration has been instrumental in
coordinating this process. The past four years have been marked by extensive periods of
calm with periodic outbursts of violence. Tragically, as we publish this work, intense
violence has erupted at the Temple Mount compound in Jerusalem. These violent clashes
between the Israelis and Palestinians will make the ongoing peace process a more
difficult one.
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